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TAX PROBLEM
DISGUSSED BY
ONE WHO KNOWS

Ex County Commissioner Gives Side-

lights on S8ome Causes for the
Heavy Tax Burden

The following statement with refl
crence 1o some conditions which ex-
fat that tend to make the laxes In
Cache Counly higin on the property
cwner, has been prepared by Ex-Coun-
ty Commissioner O1f Cronguist.
Mr. Cronquist has given Lhe ques
tion of taxes considernble study and
ls In a position to speak authorita-
tively on this all important subiect

Bince the holding ‘of the taxpayers
convention nt Nibley Hall Wednesday
December 22, 1015, at which mem-
bers of the Btate Hoard of Equaliza-
tlon were present, there have been
many discussions on the question of
taxatlon from various anges, The
contention of the state board
was to Justify their present position
10 assess property on the actual cash

wilole

viilluation basls, ineludinzg all  real
estate, Improvements, livestock, ete,
in fact alt property that | not ex-

empted by law, to be nssessed at ne
tunl eash value,

Chalrman Willlam Balley of the
State Doard, had many facts in hand
and no stated hig ense in £ way that
it tickled the ears of his hearers and
he recelved a hearty hand clap when
he to'd his audience that he favored
excluding all improvements from the
tax roles. A bowed head was the
result when he stated that to reduce
the waste of publiec money which goes
the road bullding would saffer. The
farmers could not see what they were
Lieing led into {f we do not assess
improvements. The burden would
again fall upon the farms.

Why did not Mr. Balley say that
he favored a proposition whereby ma-
chinery and horses would be exempt
If he really wanted to lighten the
burden of the farmers? If there is
anytiiing that shouwld be axempt from
taxation, in my opinion, it shou'd be
the motive power used in the devel-
opment of the farm, such nas the
horses and machinery, The farm (s
taxed to the extent of its productive
ness, and then the equipment (s tax.
ed which Is used to produce the In-
come,  Instead of removing Improve-
mentg from the tax roles, 1T nm firmly
the opinfon that the farm s suf-
flefently taxed wihen the real estate
has been Included. If the taxpayers
will reason this out with themselves
they will sure arrive at the same con-
clusion,

Instead of pointing out to the tax-
peyerg assembled that road buflding
would suffer if we curtafled our pres-
ent tax Income, way did mnot the
gpenker suggest that it would ba Im-

of

possible to curtall the expefnse In
the offices of the various state de
partments?

The best facts we have shown
ronclusively that more than 80 per
cent of the tax money goes Lo the
gchoola. Why not curtail some of

th waste of public money wilch goes

to high salarled wmen? We want
more money on our roads if it s
spent judiclously and wisely. It s

not this item of expense that the tax-
payers are objecting to,

The tax on real estate is becoming
giich 8 burden that in many Instances
it tnkes more than the amount pro-
duced on the land, over and above
the anetual expense of producing the
Income, to pay the taxes. This bur
don cou'd be reduced in many ways.
1t Is not faly to tax land beyond whnt
it will produce under good cultiva
tion,

Why are we s0 scared abhout letting
the wealthy corporations stand their
portion of the tax burden? The farm-
ery seem to be afrald they will step
on the toeg of the offlelals they have
¢ eoted to be thely servants, Are they
not our servants? Wil Mr. Balley
tell the Cache county farmers why
the assessment of the Rlpcksmith
Fork eanyon power plant was reduced
from 305,000 to $65,000 by his board?
At the same (ime will he a'so explain

the rensons why his board was plac-
fng o binnket rnise of 25 poy cent on
all Cache county ronl cstate while
th reduction was befng made nllt
the power plant? Thig action by the
board was taken in 1914, Just pre

vicus to this a reductlon on the as

gesand vauation of the Oregon Short
Line Interests In this county were
reduced $16,000. In these two tems
s found a reductlon of §45,000, Was

this reduction on these corporation:
made up by the 25 per cent Increase

n Cache county real estite. Not
only were reductions made (n  (hege
two publle utilitles mentloned, bhut
the board reduced the valuation of
practieally all pubile utilitles In the
county. It Is bard to make the farm
ors and taxpayers of this secticn of
the atate feel that the state bonrd of
egunlization Is the frlend eof tie far
In view of thise facts.

A corporation In Logan City which
under the law s exmpt from taxes
was satisfled with o 86,000
ment which our assessor placed
the corporation and would anve paid
taxeg on that amount. But Mr. Dall
sald No. We must increase the
vitluation of that concern many times
the $6,000. An appeal was made
from Mr. Balley's decision and the
concern, on the advice of i attorn
pald taxes on $125, elmply an
amount to take care of the furniture
in the office. Wg¢ ghould have had
upwards of $330 in the counts troas
ury and we got ¥7 because countside
influences meddled in the affalr

The farmers and taxpayers should
effect a strong organization that will
stand for legislation that will fnclude
such laws which bring about a Just
and fale valuation on assemble prope
erty, This erganization should stand
for the eleotlon of members of the
slate board of equalization by popu
lar vote, In this way we could select
men who would represent us fairly
men who nave n Knowledge of valuas
of land, 5

In the matter of arriving at  the
proper valuation to be placed om real
estate, when the readjustment a
chsh basls Is made this spring, the
commissloners should meet. with n
repiesentative committee, appolated
by the people of each town or pro
cinet and discuss these problems (o
gcther, exchange Ideag and (hen
each community wil know what ls
geing on in the commutities around
them in the wuay of assessments. 9
this way a better feeling will main
tain, The commissionerg should
meet several days with this commit
tee and determine on the appralse
ment, whetner the preseny valuations
are to be Increased omne, two ©f
three times tha present valuoticns.
It must be remembgred that nofarm
land should be assessed f(or more
than it wi'l produce under gopd cul
tivation. Because some pssessable
property should be Increasged In value
more than two and a half times the
present vuluation In order to gel
the needed revenue the present ex
pense of the state demands, it can-
not be shown where farm projerty
giiould be Increased more than two
and a uall times the present valun
tiong., If it is, then the tax burden
will Iu-' even higher than at precent.
This is n matter for the taxpaver:
to pay partlenlar nttention te,
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Four Events Full of Action. Midkiff
to Take Up Residence

In Logan

-

Doe Ackman's card at the oid
Princess theater on New Year's Eve
wihs well recelved by those wio at
tended the boxing exhibition of some
of Sall Lake's best glove artists.
Charlie Midkiff was given
round decislon over Hattling
Referee Bert Danfard. Midkim
who has decided to make Logan his
home, having moved hig family nere,
was clearly the favorite of the even
ing.

In the pre'lminary wrestling: mateh
Bill Ruchtl pioned Benny Burgess'

six
Hoyd,

by

shoulders to the mat twice in five
minutes. In the bLoxing preliminaery,
George Rich and Bill Strepey went
three rounds to a draw.

The six round maln avent between
Eddie MeKenna and Glen Guitke went
the full six rounds to a draw, MeKen
nn wan the c'ever boxer, but Gutke
wans Lhe stronger.

The evenls wera all full of action
Just what the fang wanted It I
loubtful i Ackman wiil promote an-
other exhibition here, but  Charlie
Midkiff who has tuken up his resi
dence In Logan, |s training for a
mateh with Tom Crawford In the

very near future.

JOHN QUAYLE
Commissioner

N. C. PETERSON

Chief of Police

NIELS CARLSON
Water Maater

Official F a"mily of L

P. A. THATCHER
Mayor

WILLIAM H, LARSEN
Auditor

H. C. MAUGHAN

Supt. Electric Plant

JAMES LARSEN
Commissioner

POY BULLZ

City Engineer

JAMES SORENSON
Road Sugervisor

The above photograph shows L.o
gan City's offelal family as it s now
constituted, Although

sloners met yesterday at

the ecmmlis-

noon at

which time Commissioner George W,
Lindquist

roefinquished his chair
W John Quavle, his suceessor, and

Auditor Willlam Evans Jr., ra-|1111£u|~f]|.
ed his chalr to Willlam H, Larsen,

Busimess of City Goes on
Uninterupled When New

ficials Take Seals

offica tuken by the incoming offloinls,
Mr. Quayle, the new four year torm
commissioner, wag assigned the de-
partigents vacated by Commissioner

Lindguist. These departmenty being
superintendent of waterworks, parks
and public property and electrie
plant,

The matter of selecting heads of
depurtments went over for a future

Anniversary of Mrs. Susan
Goaslind

A notable Eathering wag he'd at

the home ot Mrs, Susan Goaslind of

the new anditor, the business of the | date, but in the most part, the ofi-
elly went on undisturbed clnls now holding offiee wil! remain
There were simply the oathd  of | at thair preseat posts.

the Logan Fourth  ward, December

'ND 41, the oecasion being the rounlon of

the Goaslind family on the occasion

of the 78th birthdny nunfversary of

FAM'[Y MEETS Mr Consling

Al the Hving obildron were ' pres
ent incuding Mrs. Susann G. Pue!

) r nell of Uardston, Canadi: Charles D
Gionslind of Preston; M Hannah

G Larien of Logan; Mrs, Mary G

QOccasion Being tha 78th Birthday | Titensor of Siar Valley: and Mrs

Zina G. Stockdnle of Franklip, 1dabo;
also many friends and grandchlldren
including Mrs, Eva Heinep and Mrs
Armedn Newton of Salt Lake.

Aller a Joyous meeting aud greet-

ne of some who had not met for
fifteen years, a very Interesting pro
gram wns rendercd In which all par
tielpated ; singing the songs of Zlon;
reciting, Instrumental music, sclos,
A bounteous repesl was partak
en of, after which n meeting of those
who had been crganized Into @ gone
nlogicn) soclety n yoor ngo, was he o
reelecting officers for the coming
venr and trangacting of such other

»e

business ns was necesgsary lor the
progress of the soclety.

\ A blographieal sketeh of the 1if
and laborg of the honored guest was

glven by Mrs, Busana G, Purnell, in

which wag told many Interesting In
cldents In her 'ife; showing her s
volion to home and children, her 1

aelity to the

power of enduranee

faith of the gospel, her
and solf sncrifioe
for the premotion of righteousness

A few remarks were made by the
older members, reminiscent of onrly
dove, aluding 1o some of her eccen
tricitles, some of which weres humor
ousn. Mra, Goaslind's posterity now
Ceguinlas the number of the veurs of
hor e which Is 48
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LARGE CROWD
HANDLED AT
 MURDOCK’S

On New Year's Ey ‘nbaret e
wWas At o premivm ~Ogan, the
| hotels and  condy  kitchens being

erowded with merry makers eager to

THIRTEENTH YEAR

JAMES MACK
1S BURIED AT
SMITHFIELD

Funeral Serviceg Held Bunday in the
Second Ward Tabernacle.
Pay Tribute

Many

Smithfleld, Jan, 2. Impressive fo-
neral the remaing of
the late Jamos Mack of Ordon wore i
held II! the Second ward Tabernacke [
on Sundnjy' at 2 . m. which was
markoed Ity large attendance of
people from many pnrtg of (he state i
as well ng the tirong of Smithfleld
residents who had come
spect to the departed,
Wans exceptionally
floral oferings

sorviceg ayer

hy

Lo ray  re-
The singing
beauntiful and the
wWere numerong on- ll
tirely covering the beantiful easket k
and the front of the stand, Blshop |
Winn presided and with him on the
ftand was Bishop C. W. Nibley of
Balt Lake City: Joseph Quinney Iy, ‘
of the Cache stake: John MeA'lster
of Leogan; nnd Bishop CGeorge Y. \
Smith

The ¢holr sang, Though Deep'ning
Trinlg Throng Your Way, and prayer |
wis offered by Sylvester The 1
choir then sang, When the i
Glorioug Light of Truth.

Robuert
speaker
Mook

Laow,

First

Thormley was

He  had  knownp
slnce they erosged the
together In 18565 and  aad
found him cf noble character
geod to the poor

Miss Lavida Pllkington
ard Roskelley sang  the
Thoee Tears

Johm MecAllister of Logan, had
known him well and he had flled a
good life, having been a good nelgh
bor, friend and brother.

Mra. Rinda Chambers song, Rock
of Ages, accompanied by MeCracken
Smith pn the violin,

Willlam A, Noble also spoke tes
titying that Brother Mack had follow-
éd in the footsteps of the Master,
earning o reward in the life to
come.

A quartet wag thon sung by mem-
bers of the cholr, entitled, Looking
That Way.

Rigshop €, W. Nibley, sald it 1a an
honor to be asked to say a few words
at these sorvices, The large audience
present showed the reapeet this good
man was held In and the examples
he hag ser of Integrity was worthy
of Imitation, He who 1z wige will
gow seed and plant to reap in eter
nity and this our brother had done
and ended with bearing a strong los-
timony of the divinity of Christ.

President Joseph Quinney, of the
Cache stake sald he recelved Inspir-
ation in attending the _funeral of
such a charncter as this good man
lnd been, %

Bishop Wiltiam L, Winn made a
few closing remarks

The choir saug. O My Father, and
the benedictlon was pronounced by
Bishop G, Y., Smith,

A long cortege of nutomobileg fol-
lowed toe remains to the cometery,
and the grave was dedieated by
Jumes Roske'ley.

e - ————

the first
Nrother
Mlains
nlways
arfil

and Rich
duet, Dry

gy woodbye to 1916, and weleome Lo
1916,

At Murdoek’s the largest erowd was
handled and thisg wholesome place
never was shown to better advastuge,
The large lobby, spaclous Mezzanine
floor, with dining room and dapee
anll, were so nicely arranged that
the large arowd necommodated
with all the grace and dispateh
a Metropolitan Cabaret. Over 300 had

was

of

made reservations and by 11:30 all
ware seated. At 12 o'clock midnight
the din let loose and for half nn
hour it was tard to tell whether It
wig & Ford, a Can't Afford, an Olds-
mobile, or o Bulek, Horns, whistles,
trumpets, men, women and song all
in one great schorug bade adieu to
1916 and sald “How de do” to 1818,
After the ushering In of the Noew
Yenr the crowd slmmered down to
its ordinary dignity and several hours
of merry moaking, eénting, drinking
Iert drinks of course), dancing and
kinglng, wera tne order of the even
ng, A mole quartet from Balt Lake
Clty furnished some delightful musie

Cuburet singer charm
sOme clnasy
At 3:20
sOme
worse,
when

pand & rent, live,
il multitudas
nnd cptchy yoeal selections,
the nomeward went,
fecling feeling
but none just sAme 0§
thoy came,

thao with
orowds
batter, some

the




